1863-A New War: A Total War (Confederate)

Beginning in early 1863, Davis and Congress demanded more and more sacrifices, both from the military and civilians.

1. Wanted to ensure a steady supply of food for the military.

-March 1863, pass the Impressment Act-

2. Wanted to solve runaway inflation. March 26, 1863 they pass the Funding Act.

3. In April 1863, Congress passed a series of new taxes.

4. By 1863the CSA had begun to increase its efforts to nationalize the war effort. They did a very efficient job and by early 1863, they had the resources needed to fight a protracted war with the Union.

The Confederacy’s problem in the long run now rested with the home front and civilians. It was there that the CSA’s attempt to mobilize backfired in a huge and unanticipated way.

1. Class conflict begins to sap civilian’s will to continue. By 1863 morale was deteriorating at a dangerously rapid pace.

-Class conflict-

-Economy-

-Government’s centralization and nationalization was making a mockery of every threat the pre-war USA had made-

All this turmoil took its toil on the Army.

As the Union increased its stakes, the CSA had to respond by creating more nationalization and mobilization. Who would win…the spring of 1863 would tell. If the CSA could hold off Grant at Vicksburg, Lee stop a feared invasion of Virginia, Bragg regain Tennessee, and they be able to pierce the blockade; the Confederacy had a very good chance of surviving long enough for defeatism to settle in the North and their civilian population sue for peace.

