1863-A New War: A Total War (Union)

By 1863 the war had become something no one had anticipated. It had become the first modern war (total warfare).

1. Lincoln and Union slowly realized that individual battles and victories were less 

      important than the mass mobilization of resources.

2. Union began this phase of the war by waging war on the Confederate civilians as well as the CSA army. Sets the stage for wars through the 20th Century. Wars of organized destruction. Destroy the society’s will to fight, both military and on the home front.

3. Modern warfare rests on technological and material superiority. By 1863 the Union was finally able to bring its superior resources into the war. 

4. Modern warfare also requires large amounts of money. Up until 1863 the Union had financed the war by selling government bonds, raising the tariff and issuing $500 million in fiat money called Greenbacks.

5. By 1863 government needed to get control of banking situation. (Prevent inflation and establish a sound monetary system)

-National Banking Act of 1863-

6. Modern warfare needs continual infusion of manpower.

-Feb. 1863 Congress passed the Conscription act-


     -African Americans- 

7. Government coercion over both military and civilian population.

   -March 1863, Congress gave Lincoln the power to suspend Writ of Habeas Corpus  

     for reasons of public safety. Centralized war effort meant a sacrifice of civil       

     liberties in the name of national survival.

8. Modern warfare demands a centralized command structure. By March 1864, Lincoln created the first General Staff in U.S. history.

9. Modern warfare demands the destruction of the civilians will to support a fight. The Emancipation Proclamation did that by focusing the war onto the Confederate civilians by destroying their “property” and using it for Union victory.

Change to modern warfare changes our thinking of national government.

1. Before the war people thought a strong central government always sought more power 

    and was a threat to individualism and civil liberties.

2. Lincoln believed that this war was a test of self-government. It would prove that self- 

    government was possible and could not be destroyed by a minority.

3. Ironically Lincoln and the Republicans used unprecedented power to preserve the     

American Republic. Created a “leviathan” state. (A state with a powerful central government-beginnings of the modern U.S.)

