Beginning of Reconstruction

The idea of Reconstruction began with the attack on Fort Sumter involving two inter-related questions: What were the war goals of the U.S. and what were the peacetime goals. In others words for what were they fighting for and what would the post-war U.S. look like?

Lincoln supplied part of those answers by defining war goals:

And defining reconstruction (this issue is problematic because of his death, we can only guess):

We could possible make these assumptions had Lincoln lived:

The Reality of Reconstruction

By April of 1865, the U.S. had accomplished 3 goals:

Uncertainties exist about what victory meant for the U.S. and what defeat meant for the South

1. Uncertainties about Freedmen:

2. Treatment of former Confederates:

3. What to do about the 3/5ths clause:

4. The Democrats:

5. The Republicans have political problems:

6. What kind of man will Andrew Johnson be:

7. Political Reconstruction:

8. Economic Reconstruction:

Reconstruction actually began in 1861 and was seen as a power struggle between Congress and the President. Lincoln had made it an executive function with his 10% plan and Johnson committed himself to continuing this basic premise after Lincoln’s death. Johnson developed his plan (Presidential Restoration) between May and early June of 1865 (Congress is in recess).

Congress believed that they had sole responsibility to control Reconstruction, define the status of Freedmen and define amnesty. Early on the Moderates and Conservative Republicans in Congress appeared ready to cooperate with Johnson. They had 6 goals and believed that Johnson agreed with them. 

Radical Republicans wanted those 6 goals and more.

Congress was not in session from April to December 3, 1865; Johnson had a free hand to implement Presidential Restoration. In May and June of 1865 he puts in motion the first 4 goals of the Conservative Republican program.

Immediate question for Congress on December 3rd was what to do with the representatives from the former Confederate States.

By spring of 1866 Johnson clarifies his position. Conservatives and Moderates still appear to want to work with Johnson but he begins to break with all Republicans (seeing himself as a “lone wolf”). Believes that Congress has no right involving itself in Reconstruction, as this is a presidential prerogative. Johnson believes he is doing what Lincoln would have done. However he puts Congress in a position where they cannot back down. (Lincoln would have left room to maneuver) 

Still Conservative and Moderate Republicans want to compromise and present 14th Amendment aimed at pleasing Conservative, Moderate and Radical Republican as well as Freedmen.

The 14th Amendment was a political Compromise that the white south, Johnson and the Democrats were unwilling to accept. When it passed Congress in June of 1866, Johnson lets white south know he didn’t approve, hoping that a new Congress would be elected in 1866 to deny the acceptance of the amendment. Radical Republicans also didn’t like the 14th Amendment because they believed it didn’t go far enough.

