Class Name: U.S. Civil War
Teacher’s Name: Randy Echelberger

E-mail address: Echelbergerr@clearfork.k12.oh.us 

School Phone Number: 419-886-2601 ext.2209
Course Description: 
This course will be a study of the U.S. Civil War. Students will learn about the causes of the war, the sectional differences between the regions of the U.S. that contribute to the war and the political developments leading to the war. Students will also study the prosecution of the war and the ramifications of the war on the future U.S. This will be accomplished through a variety of mediums including lectures, films, photographs, and outside readings.
In this course, the students will:
· examine American at mid-century, with emphasis on the areas of politics, economics and railroads. 

· describe the role of the Mexican War on Manifest Destiny, slavery and politics.

· understand the “Period of Compromise” between 1820-1850 and the attempts to avoid war. 

· examine the period following 1850, especially the concept of Popular Sovereignty. 

· describe the election of 1860 and its role in the final act of secession. 

· explain the political scene in both the North and South during the war and its effects. 

·  identify the leading military figures, both North and South, and their strategies to carry out the war. 

· analyze the different battles in all theaters and their role in the outcome of the war. 

· examine the home fronts and the role they played during the war. 

· describe the conditions of prisons on both sides and their effects on morale. 

· examine the final surrenders of the Confederate Armies and their role in the "healing" process. 

· analyze the assassination of Lincoln and its effects on Reconstruction. 

· describe the final Reconstruction program as outlined by the Radical Republicans. 

            analyze the role of the Civil War on modern day society and the transformation of     

            the U.S. it caused.
Course Expectations and Rules:

Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to learn. This includes bringing all materials and the mindset to learn. As a group of upperclassmen they are expected to show maturity and respect for the material, teacher and each other. Everyone has the right to learn and grow in this class and anyone impeding or disrupting that right or process will be dealt with according to the student code of conduct. All students are expected to comply with the reasonable request of the teacher and school personnel. Absences are detrimental to the educational process and in the case of lectures cannot be easily “made up”. In most cases excessive absences will have a strong impact on one’s ability to learn and is strongly discouraged. Students are expected to make up all missed material in a timely manner (usually the next day after they come back) and it is the student’s responsibility to ask for their make-up work.

Grading Procedures:

Grading is done on a point system for all assignment; the more important the assignment, the higher the point value. Grades are taken on such things as participation, tests, reaction papers, and various in-class assignments and projects. Grade is determined by adding all points earned and dividing by the total possible to calculate a percentage.

Further information and copies of this syllabus are available on Mr. Echelberger’s class website accessible through the Clear Fork District home page.

Students Signature:____________________________________ Date:______________

Parent Signature:______________________________________ Date:______________

                                                 Please turn in by Weds. August 27th.

