Congressional Reconstruction: (a.k.a.) Black, Military, or Bayonet Reconstruction

Congressional elections in 1866 would determine the course of Reconstruction. Johnson wants to gain support for his National Union Party (Northern and Southern Democrats and Conservative Republicans who are hesitant about enfranchising freedmen). Republicans fear losing control of Congress. Johnson decides to campaign for support. Republicans plant hecklers in crowds causing Johnson to lose temper. Republicans also put heat on Conservative faction to desert Johnson. Republicans will gain more than 2/3rds control of Congress and can now override any veto by Johnson. Control of Reconstruction reverts to Congress.

By fall of 1867 Congressional Republicans fear growing popularity of the Democrats and the talk of white supremacy. Democrats had made significant gains in state elections throughout north. Congress adds stipulations to control this movement (1867-1868).

Ultimate way to force Johnson to back down and get white southerners to accept Reconstruction was his impeachment.

Presidential election of 1868. 

Democrats meet in New York City:

Republicans nominate Ulysses S. Grant (who wins election).

Southern attitudes begin to change during election:

