CSA Conduct from April 1861 to December 1862

How well did the South use its apparent advantages? In reality, it also had a series of unappreciated problems.

I. Finance-Secretary of Treasury Memminger

1. Why?

B. Taxation-raises enough for 3 or 4 months

C. Issues fiat notes-unbacked treasury notes used to create a median of exchange

D. Problems and responses to fiscal policies.

II. State’s Rights 

A. CSA Constitution had Supremacy Clause and gov’t. seems to be using spirit of elastic clause.

B. Question of sovereignty is raised (states or central gov’t.)-Davis views State’s Rights as a luxury they could not afford.

C. State’s Rights caused conflicts creating massive internal dissent.

a. Justified by Davis with Supremacy clause-goes against State’s Rights

2. Feb. 27, 1862-Congress gives Davis the power to suspend Habeas Corpus and declare martial law in areas threatened by US

III. No 2 party system-one did not exist to deal with these problems

A. Believe that party system was corrupt and existed for self-perpetuation

B. Naïve and idealistic belief that South was unified

1. By end of 1861 the South had divided themselves into unnamed and unorganized political factions

a. Pro-unionist: want a negotiated peace (Stephens, opposed Davis)

b. Pro-Davis: supported Davis’s policies

c. Anti-Davis: opposed Davis’s policies

d. Adamant State’s Righters: led by Gov. Holden of N.C. and Gov. Joseph Brown of GA.

C. Destroys CSA unity, further shattered because most disunity revolves around Davis

IV. Military- by 1862 military was in a state of chaos

A. Need a decisive victory early

1. By spring of 1862 CSA had lost control of Roanoke Island, Forts Henry and Donelson, the port of Charleston Harbor was unusable (US Navy had blocked it with sunken ships) and they had lost at Shiloh (compounded by the loss of Albert Sidney Johnston).

B. Institute military draft to deal with the problem-1st in US history (drawn up by R. E. Lee, passed Congress March 28, 1862)

1. April 1861-volunteerism had been high

a. July 1861, Battle of Bull Run showed ineptness of US Army

b. Southerners wait for peace-US would not seek peace

2. Late 1861 Southerners begin to reassess strategy

a. Army life filled with boredom pierced by sheer terror

b. Army life sobered by death-battlefield deaths (Shiloh was 29%; 11,694 out of 44,000) and disease (dysentery, measles and mumps)

3. Initial 1 year enlistees are up April 1862- volunteers down

4. Draft sets off bitter round of partisanship over States Rights, civil rights and class conflict

a. Exempts slave owners or overseers of 20 or more slaves-Latent class conflict moves to open class conflict

b. Draft bitterly resented by large number of poor whites

V. Slavery

A. Cotton Diplomacy-

1. More efficient to allow slaves to work in a task system than gang system-

B. A great many slave owners enlist in the army-surrogate masters replace them

C. Weakness creates a flood of runaways seeking shelter behind Union lines

VI. Davis and Presidential leadership

A. In 1861 he seemed ideal-came with some unanticipated problems (most extension of personality)

1. Aloof and cool to people outside of his circle

2. Southern aristocrat-touchy about his honor

3. Extremely petty when it came to criticism

B. Davis is combination of strengths and weaknesses-hampers war effort and limits ability as leader

1. Poor politician because of personality

2. Militarily he believes his ability is better than everyone else.

3. Placed personal loyalty over competence-tolerates ineptness from civilian and military friends

4. Personal health-looks good but frequent sickness causes problems

VII. Davis and strategy-initially seemed sound, needs to find general to put strategy in 

        place-Lee does not emerge until June 1862

A. Strategy hard to implement because of Southern society

B. CSA command structure divided 3 ways

1. Divided into eastern and western bloc of generals

2. There is no unified command structure because of politics

3. Interstate rivalries of various generals who have powerful civilian backing

a. 

