A Study of the Declaration of Independence

The following group discussion project will provide an in-depth study of the Declaration of Independence. The following questions and discussion topics should be thoroughly and completely discussed and answered. In some cases there will be a number of different “right” answers. Every member of the group must participate and answer the questions completely.



The Declaration is divided into three distinct parts. What are they and which sections of the Declaration fall into those categories?

Beyond the obvious (declaring independence), what were the purposes of the Declaration of Independence?

Are the two following choices of words and phrases conscious choices for specific reasons, or simply a random choice of wording?


Use of the concepts of “natural rights” as opposed to the “rights of Englishmen”?


The repetitious use of the phrase “He has”?

Explain the following phrases, their importance, purpose, and the philosophical works and historical precedents that Jefferson referred to.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness—

That, to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever 

any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

But when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a Design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future Security.

How is the highlighting of the following words in the original document significant?

We, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the Rectitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good 

People of these Colonies, solemnly Publish and Declare, That these United 

Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the State of Great-Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of right do.

How important is the final paragraph, why?


And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection of 

divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and 

our sacred Honor.

Explaining fully, for whom was intended audience that the Declaration was written for?

