Economic Reconstruction

Free African-Americans and their white supporters (Republicans) controlled State governments under Congressional Reconstruction. The goal was to create a free-labor society in the south. This marks the beginning of Economic Reconstruction.

Southern whites believe the free-labor system will not work in the south. Southerners face a dual dilemma: they want to maintain the traditional social system (white supremacy) and need to employ a large number of property less Freedmen for economic recovery.

Republicans believe that the free-labor system will work. Believe in the theory of upward mobility (humans inherently strive to better themselves).

Southern Republicans are in charge of state governments in the south, they will lay the conditions of the economic recovery. As a group, they are made up of: 

1. Carpetbaggers:

2. Scalawags:

3. Freedmen:

In order to gain white support in the south as states are “reconstructed” and recover, Republicans are forced to abandon parts of Reconstruction plan (especially equality for African-Americans) and begin to broaden political base with economic issues. As Republicans abandon Reconstruction, Democrats and white southerners gain control and southern lifestyle returns to south (one based on white supremacy).

Was the free-labor system implementation a success or failure? Contemporary white southerners and many future historians believed that it was a failure. 

