Hist 1010 Final Research Project
The final exam for this class will be a historical research project that explores some aspect of American culture from the Pre-history Era to the 1877. This project will be thematic in scope, covering some theme or series of historical data. It will require you to synthesize a collection of facts into a coherent argument supporting some thesis that you develop about the subject.   This paper will most likely also require looking at history beyond the “traditional view.” The ultimate goal is that you show how historical research is conducted and presented…in essence; the purpose of this project is to show that you have in fact become “an historian.”
Themes: There may be others, let me know if you have any ideas other than those listed.

1. Connections- Exploration of the larger scope of historical events using local or personal perspectives.

2. Beyond the Book-Exploration of some historical topic that is not found in the book.

3. All things Great and Small-Exploration of traditional history, however in a more narrowly defined thesis.

4. Others in History-Exploration of historical events from the perspective of those not normally presented.

5. Strike up the Band-Exploration of movements and their context within the historical record.

6. Lights, Camera, Action- Exploration of historical events in context with pop culture.

Requirements:
1. Normal “English” requirements enforced.

2. Paper must be set in New Times Roman font, size 12, with 1” margins and double spaced.

3. Paper must 5-7 pages in length.
4. Must have a properly formatted source list and citations using MLA format.

5. Checkpoints and due dates are listed on your calendars.

6. You must have a minimum of 4 sources of which 1 must be primary sources. You cannot use any “encyclopedia” type source.
Avoid these common mistakes:

1. No present tense, paper must be in past tense. History happened in the past…keep it there.

2. Unattached pronoun and proper name (He is Mr. Lincoln, Pres. Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln or just Lincoln…not Abe).

3. No contractions.

4. Repeated use of the same verb in a paragraph…expand your vocabulary.

5. FELT…I hate that word

6. No Passive voice.

7. Keep the paper in the third person.

8. Improper paragraph structure.
