Lincoln’s Cabinet

Lincoln had biggest problem…putting together a Cabinet to encompass all the different factions in the North. Was seen as someone who had little political experience and leadership…not “Presidential”. Had to deal with the patronage that got him the nomination. Even arrived in Washington under cover of suspicion because of rumored assassination attempt at Baltimore. Did not inspire confidence in ability to save the Union. 

***1st time he shows strong leadership was with his Cabinet selections***

Secretary of State: William H. Seward, former Gov. and Senator from N. Y.


-extremely good choice, represents old Conscience Whigs

Secretary of Treasury: Salmon P. Chase, Senator from Ohio

-Went across the political spectrum (had been an abolitionist in the   

 Liberty Party, a Free soil Democrat, and now a Republican)


-intelligent, capable and ambitious to be Lincoln’s successor


-believed in one term tradition and wants to be 1864 candidate, will 

 use patronage to build himself up

Secretary of the Navy: Gideon Welles, former Free Soil Dem. from Conn.


-wants to be Lincoln’s important Cabinet member


-Very efficient, builds a very strong Navy

Postmaster General: Montgomery Blair of Missouri


-influential family in Maryland and Missouri, given job to placate 

 border states


-most important patronage official, overall a good choice

Attorney General: Edward Bates of Missouri


-old Henry Clay Whig, closest to Lincoln’s beliefs

Secretary of War: Simon Cameron of Pennsylvania


-Lincoln’s Legacy to patronage, given position as appeasement


-very corrupt, used office to make money-used government 

 expenditures in office. (during war this depart. will have most)

-took kickbacks, bought inferior goods from his own companies and 

 troops travel on railroads owned by him

***A touchy group of individuals that he handled very well***

