Constitution

Clear Fork Valley Chapter

Of the

National Honor Society of Secondary Schools

Article I

Section 1: The name of the chapter will be the Clear Fork Valley Chapter of the National Honor Society 
of Secondary Schools, which appears on the charter granted by the National Council of the             

National Honor Society, duly signed by the members of the National Council.

Section 2: The object of this chapter shall be to create an enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire 
to render service, to promote worthy leadership, and to encourage the development of character in students in Clear Fork Valley High School.

Article II

Membership

Section 1: Membership in this chapter shall be based upon Scholarship, Service, Leadership, and 
      Character.

Section 2: Membership of the chapter shall be known as active and graduate. The graduate members have 
      no vote. Active members become graduate members at graduation.

Section 3: Junior candidates shall have spent at least two semesters in Clear Fork Valley High School. 
Senior candidates shall have spent at least one semester in Clear Fork Valley High School.  Candidates eligible for selection to the chapter must be currently enrolled and taking classes at Clear Fork Valley High School, or receiving high school credit from Clear Fork Valley Local Schools through a dual credit program, such as College Credit Plus.

Article III

Selection of Members

Section 1: All Juniors and Seniors with a 3.5 accumulative grade point average on a four-point scale are 
      eligible for membership. 

Section 2: Potential candidates who have achieved the criteria for scholastic eligibility will then be 

      presented to the high school faculty for evaluation of character, leadership and service. The  

      faculty will rate the candidates they are familiar with on a 1 to 4 point scale in each of the three 
      criteria. The three columns will then be averaged together and any candidate who achieves a  

      3.5 or better average will be considered for membership. The Advisory Committee, consisting  

      of five faculty members, will then meet and determine if any that fall below that criteria should 
      be reconsidered for membership. The potential candidates, as determined by the Advisory 
      Committee, will then collect two references from teachers of their choice and one reference 
      from an activity advisor. They will also fill out an activity profile sheet which must indicate 
      that they have been in two extracurricular activities during the school year beginning with their  

      Freshman year. Activities are to be initialed by the advisor if possible. The Advisory 
      Committee will then review all the data and will make the final decision for membership.

Section 3: Grades for eligibility will be checked at the end of each semester. Any member who falls 
below the standards which were the basis of their selection shall be promptly warned. If, after the warning period, they are still below those standards, they shall be dismissed from the society. Once a member is dismissed from membership, they are never again eligible for membership in the National Honor Society.

Section 3a: Any member who does not uphold the virtues of Scholarship, Leadership, Character, and 
Service will be warned at the first violation, and dismissed at the second by vote of the Advisory Committee. In cases of flagrant violations of school rules or the law, a member does not have to be warned. Examples, but not limited to, of such behavior would be violation of the school’s substance (drug, alcohol, tobacco) abuse policy, weapons policy and plagiarism/cheating policy. These violations could be evidenced by administrative actions taken by school personnel or other public enforcement agencies.
Section 3b: Dismissal from membership. Due process may include, but is not limited to, notification of 
charges, conference with those involved, decision on the facts, and an appeals process as described below: Students who believe that their rights have been violated by the dismissal action shall have the right to appeal. The appeal shall be made by the student but he/she may be accompanied by his/her parents, guardians, or other representative in the following sequence: (1) Advisory Committee, (2) principal, (3) superintendent, (4) board of education, (5) courts. In order to start the appeal process, notification must be made to the National Honor Society Advisor or the principal in writing within 72 hours of receiving a decision for dismissal. The appeal must contain the challenge to the reason for the intended action of dismissal and an explanation of the student’s action. Any additional evidence, witnesses, or extenuating circumstances surrounding the alleged violation shall be presented at this time.
Section 4: An active member of the National Honor Society who transfers to this school will be 
automatically accepted for membership in this chapter. This transfer member must maintain   

the membership requirements for this chapter in order to retain their membership.

Article IV

Officers

Section 1: The Officers of this chapter shall be a president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and 
      student council representative.
Section 2: A majority of votes cast shall be necessary to elect any officer of this chapter.

Section 3: It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the meetings of this chapter.
Section 4: The vice-president shall fill the chair of the president in his absence.

Section 5: The chapter secretary shall keep the minutes of meetings, a record of all business, and all 
records on file. Immediately after an election of members, the chapter secretary also must certify to the national secretary of the National Honor Society the names of the new members. The secretary shall also send to the local newspaper a report of each month’s meetings.

Section 6: The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the chapter and shall keep an accurate 
      account of receipts and disbursements in accordance with school regulations.

Section 7: The student council representative shall attend all meetings of the student council to give due 
      representation of this society.

Section 8: The chapter may have a number of standing and special committees to allow the efficient 

operation of the chapter and activities. All committees will have an assigned Committee Chairperson who is responsible for the organization and operation of that committee.

Article V

Supervision

Section 1: The activities of this chapter shall be subject to the approval of the principal 

      after consultation with the other members of the chapter and the advisor.
Article VI

Meetings
Section 1: The regular meetings of this chapter shall be held bi-weekly during the school 
 year on days designated by the executive committee and approved by the advisor.
Section 2: The officers of the chapter shall be elected at the last regular meeting of the 

      year.

Section 3: Special meetings may be called by the president or advisor.

Section 4: All meetings shall be open meetings and shall be held under the sponsorship 

      of the principal or some member of the faculty selected by the principal. 

Section 5: This chapter shall conduct its meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order 

      in all points not expressly provided for in the constitution of this chapter.
Article VII

Emblem
Section 1: Each member of this chapter shall be entitled to wear the emblem adopted by 

      the National Honor Society of Secondary Schools.
Section 2: Any member who withdraws or is dismissed from the chapter shall return the 

     emblem. (See Article III, Section 4.)
Section 3: Each member agrees that, whether the emblem comes to him as a gift, a 
personal purchase, an award, or from whatever source, the title to the emblem shall rest with    the chapter of which he is a member; and, therefore the emblem can, on motion of the council, be commandeered. Furthermore, each member agrees that his acceptance of the emblem shall be considered affirmation of this stipulation in regard to the title of the emblem.

Section 4: All insignia must be procured from the national sales office.  All insignia are registered in the 
United States Patent Office, and cannot be duplicated by anyone except for official business of active chapters, without permission from the national office of the National Honor Society.

Article VIII

Membership Obligations
Section 1: Annual dues for each member shall be $15 per year. The amount shall be 

      subject to the approval of the chapter.
Section 2: Attendance. After two unexcused absences, a warning will be given and one 

      more unexcused absence will be grounds for dismissal.
       An excused absence is considered to be one that is not a reoccurring event such as, but not 

       limited to, an illness, funeral, and appointments.

      A member will be considered tardy after the roll call has begun. Two tardies 

      will constitute one absence.

Section 3: Service. Participation in all activities of the chapter are required. Members are  

also required to complete a total of 10 hours of individual community service    

per year, which is to be completed before April 30th of that year. Failure to fulfill service requirements may be used as grounds for dismissal.
Section 4: All eligible members must be present at the induction ceremony to be properly 

      inducted into the Clear Fork Chapter of N.H.S.

Article IX

Amendments
Section 1: This constitution may be amended or revised by a two-thirds vote of the chapter, provided that the proposed amendment or revision has been approved by the executive committee of the chapter and that notice to members has been given at least one month prior to the meeting at which it is to be voted upon.
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