Night-Chapter 4 (47-65)

These questions are designed to be critical thinking style questions. They will therefore require more than a simple one or two word answer. Answer the questions thoroughly and make sure you are using examples from the book.

1. What does Eliezer mean when he refers to his father as “his weak point”? What is prompting those changes? 

2. Why do you think the Germans chose to hang a few prisoners in public at a time when they are murdering thousands each day in the crematoriums?

3. When the young boy is hanged, a prisoner asks, “Where is God now?” Eliezer thinks to himself, “He is hanging here on this gallows….” What does this statement mean? Is it a statement of despair? Anger? Or hope? 

4. What does the word resistance mean? Some insist that “armed resistance” is the only form of legitimate resistance. Others stress the idea that resistance requires organization. Still others argue that resistance is more about the will to live and the power of hope than it is about either weapons or organization. Which view do you think is closest to Wiesel’s and why?

