Night-Chapter 5 (66-84)

These questions are designed to be critical thinking style questions. They will therefore require more than a simple one or two word answer. Answer the questions thoroughly and make sure you are using examples from the book.

1. At the beginning of Night, Eliezer describes himself as someone who believes “profoundly.” How have his experiences at Auschwitz affected that faith?

2. Describe the encounter between father and son after the services. Why does Eliezer say that the two of them “had never understood one another so clearly”?

3. Why did his father give him the spoon and the knife as his inheritance? What is the significance of such a gift at Auschwitz? 

4. What choices are open to Eliezer and his father when the camp is evacuated? Who makes the choice to leave? Is it the right choice or another example of a “choiceless choice”? How does the decision to leave help us understand why many survivors attribute their survival to luck?

