HIST 1010 Mid-Term Study Guide
1. Europeans overcame Indians in the Americas in various ways. Compare and contrast the Spanish experience in Mexico and Peru in the 1500’s with the English in colonial Virginia and Massachusetts Bay.

2. Compare and contrast the English settlement of Virginia and Massachusetts Bay in the first generation of settlement. Discuss the reasons for settlement, the growth of each colony, and the kind of society that existed in Virginia by the 1630’s and Massachusetts Bay in 1650.

3. Massachusetts Bay was functioning rather well as a society by 1650, yet by 1692 the “city upon a hill” had declined severely. Explain.

4. Compare and contrast family and community life in colonial New England in the first generation of settlement with that in existence around 1700.
5. Slavery served an economic and social purpose in Virginia and South Carolina. Describe the stages of the development of slavery in general, and discuss its importance to Virginia and South Carolina in particular through the 1730’s.

6. Define mercantilism and explain how that economic philosophy affected colonial America.
7. The erosion of the relationship between the colonies and Great Britain from the Seven Years War onward, including the relationship of that war to that erosion.

8. How “revolutionary” was the Revolutionary War. Evaluate that change in relationship to the economic, political and societal impact.

9. Trace the development and the effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation as a system of government.

10. Explain the creation of the Constitution including the arguments for and against, and trace the evolution of political parties to the interpretations of that document

