Union conduct April 1861-December 1862
Union problems are essentially political…need to look at them with 2 questions in mind:


1.


2.

Lincoln's problems and challenges:

1. had to learn the job of President during the greatest crisis the US had faced

2. had to unify the republican Party and becomes his party's dominant leader

3. win support and loyalty of many Democrats who saw the war as partisan issue and not necessary 

-

-

4. find some way to keep the border states in the Union

5. find troops, generals, material and a strategy for victory

6. raise sufficient money to fund the war

7. formulate a diplomatic policy to prevent foreign recognition of CSA (counter Cotton Diplomacy)

8. create a means to sow internal dissension in CSA-use southern Unionists to weaken CSA from within

9. form a policy that balances African-American support for US without alienating white supremacy groups

-

10. find time to turn Union's potential advantages into reality

Lincoln's solutions:

1. define war goals: April 12-July 4, 1861…acts very decisively on four constitutionally questionable policies

-

-

-

-

2. Lincoln insisted that the seceding states had never left the Union, they were simply in a stage of  "suspended animation", taken over by illegal forces.

-

-

3. under "suspended animation" president sets the war goals as part of his duties as Commander-in-Chief (using police powers to restore the US)

-

On July 4, 1861 Congress will meet and approve everything Lincoln's has done
