Union conduct through 1861 (cont.)
Conservative Congressmen (cotton Whigs and Democrats) fear presidential takeover of war goals and reconstruction-choose John C. Crittenden (Kent.) and Andrew Johnson (Tenn.) as figureheads.

*Crittenden-Johnson Resolution: 
Third Group emerges: Radical Republicans-dissatisfied with both Congress and the President, lead by Charles Sumner (Mass.) and Thaddeus Stevens (Penn.)

1. do not like the fact that 2 things are missing in the other 2 plans:

-
-

2. summer of 1861 events allow them to emerge:

-
-

-
-
3. Radical Republicans goal is that the war will be controlled by Congress and will involve the 

                  elimination of slavery.

Lincoln wants to control the war and tries to avoid enforcement of the First Confiscation Act.

-August 30, 1861: John C. Fremont (head of Union forces in Missouri) issues an order freeing all   

  African-Americans as enemy property. Lincoln orders him to rescind the orders it is dangerous  

  to northern unity.

For the North the war is in essence a political conflict over:

Military policy is strongly shaped by politics…political scene becomes confusing as factions emerge…politics then hampers the ability of the North to wage an effective war.

Political factions

Republicans-divide into three factions

1. Radical Republicans

-Actually saw themselves as conservative reformers. They wanted to eradicate slavery 

  because it gave some men an advantage over others in the ability to create upward social  

  mobility. The US should be a society where one's social mobility is a product of their own 

  abilities.

-Wanted to give Freedmen the same social, political and legal rights as whites, it was up to 

  the freedmen to prove they were equals (Social Darwinism).

-Wanted basic restructure of Southern and Northern institutions with the aims of African-

  American suffrage, the CSA under Congressional control, and confiscation of "Plantation 

  Elite's" land followed by redistribution to freedmen.

-Did not dominate numerically but were a vigorous and determined group of men whose 

  influence lay in the powerful Congressional committees they headed. For example:

a. Senator Charles Sumner (Mass.) Committee on Foreign Affairs

b. Senator Henry Wilson (Mass.) Committee on Military Affairs

c. Senator Benjamin Wade (Ohio) Committee on the Conduct of the War

d. Rep. Thaddeus Stevens (Penn.) Ways and Means Committee

2. Conservative Republicans

-A very small group.

-In the beginning follow Seward's "Masterly Inactivity" to try to get a peaceful reunion.

-Favor demise of slavery through state action instead of federal government.

-Fear consequences of emancipation.

-Headed by Seward, Thurlow Weed (N.Y. State Legislator and main figure in NY Rep. 

  Party) and Henry Raymond (National Republican Party Chairman and editor/owner of the 

  New York Times).

3. Moderate Republicans

-Largest of the Republican factions, headed by Lincoln.

-Opposed to slavery, but more inline with Conservative than Radicals.

-Major aim was to preserve the Union, assumed emancipation would destroy Northern unity.

-Sought to forge a national party with sympathetic Democrats, the "Union Party".

-Favor an easy Reconstruction policy, gradually accept the idea of African-American 

  equality through Constitutional guarantees and state action.

Democrats also divide into three factions:

1. Union Democrats

-Smallest of the three, supported the war in the name of nationalism.

-Cooperated with Republican attempts for form "Union Party".

-As was continues…many leave Democratic Party and become Republicans.

-Led by Senator Andrew Johnson of Tennessee.

2. Peace Democrats/Copperheads

-A very small group, led by Clement Vallandigham, Alexander Long and George Pendleton 

  (all Congressmen from Ohio) and Congressman Fernando Wood of New York.

-Supported the prewar Union with all its institutions in place. 

-Believed Lincoln and supporters had destroyed the Union and were repelled by Lincoln's 

  unprecedented use of executive power and Constitutional abridgements.

-Favor ending the war with an armistice followed by a convention to redraw the US to suit 

  what they believed were legitimate southern grievances. 

-Walked tight line between dissenters and traitors. Their influence was in direct proportion to 

  the successes and failures of the Union Army.

3. War Democrats

-The largest group of Democrats. Led by New York Governor Horatio Seymour.

-Generally supported Republican efforts to win the war but opposed to many of Lincoln's 

  programs, especially the erosions of civil liberties, confiscation, and emancipation.

-Try to lessen influence of the Peace Democrats because they feared the Republicans would smear the whole Democratic Party as a party of "traitors, disloyalists and disorganizers".

Generally by early fall 1861…the patriotic unity experienced after the fall of Fort Sumter had dissolved into a bitter partisan struggle.


-All factions attempt to place friendly generals to gain control of the military and establish war 

 
  aims.


-All factions attempt to put into place political aims:

1. Radical Republicans-

2. Democrats-

