War’s Final Phase-September 1864 to April 1865

Northern defeatism gone, can the South still win? South still had not played their trump card…the enslaved African-Americans.

-slaves are viewed as involuntary Confederates; the Sociology of the South had criticized  

  the free labor system (chattel slavery was superior to northern “wage slavery”) and  

  slaveowners had viewed themselves as philanthropic. 

-white southerners had mislead themselves to believe that slaves appreciated their 

  kindly masters.

-by 1861 white southerners had 2 unshaken beliefs about slavery.

-slaves were involuntary Confederates


-negative consequences of involuntary Confederates:

In early 1864, some Confederates begin to rethink some assumptions about slavery.


1. High death rate had lowered Confederate manpower.


2. People in Black Belt (Ala., Miss., and La.) fear consequences of Union conquests.

-August 1863, Alabama sent carefully worded secret message to the Confederate 

  Congress suggesting the acceptance of Black troops.

-January 1864, General Patrick Cleburne circulated a petition among army 

 officers urging the Confederate Congress to authorize the use of black troops out  

 of necessity.


3. Late 1864, the military situation had worsened.


4. Confederates had done the unthinkable.

In General: They had decided to give up their way of life to win. The war had changed every aspect of Southern culture. Even if they had won they would have been totally different then the society that had begun the war.

